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a power struggle. And Jesus takes precisely the principalities and powers that placed him
on the cross—the idols of militarism, nationalism, racism, technicism, economism—and
on that very cross disarms, dethrones, conquers and makes public example of them. In i
this power struggle, sacrificial love is victorious precisely by being poured out on a cross,

a symbol of imperial violence and control.

«<» 1f all of this is true, then don't allow the front-men of these vanquished powers to tell
you what to eat and drink. Don't buy into the simulated grocery stores made to remind
shoppers of an era in which shopping was more integral to community life. Don’t be
duped by advertising that tells you that various products are indispensable to constructing
certain images and personas. This is all crap. They are still trying to captivate your imagi-
nation, to suck you into a globalistic regime of homogeneous consumption. Resist this Mc-
World nightmare with all the strength you havel Avoid the Disneyization of your
consciousness! This stuff has no substance to it, no depth. It suffers from the unbearable
lightness of being. But in Christ we find substance, something of weight and power.

" And don’t get sucked into consumerist ideology when it comes dressed up in the
clothes of Christian faith. A “new manly piety” just might be more of the same old patri-
archal power-grabbing, capitalist legitimating stuff that we have seen being pimped both
at the mall and in the consumer-friendly church, And all the charismatic enthusiasm in
the world, rolling the aisles with holy joy, amounts to little more than puffed-up human-
ism if it is devoid of a radical transformation of entire human lives. So much religious re-
newal seems so attractive, so comfortable, so safe. But it is fundamentally secular. Its
cultural imagination remains in captivity to an idolatrous worldview, and it has lost con-
tact with the real source of life. Tt cannot sustain deep and radical growth that is subversive
of the regimes of truth because it is not nourished from the source of all things—it does
not grow with a growth that comes from God.

If with Christ you died in your baptism to the principles of autonomous consumerism
that still hold the world captive, then why do you live in a way that suggests that you are
still in the iron grip of its ideological vision? Why do you submit yourself to its regulations
to consume as if there were no tomorrow, to live as if community were an impediment to
personal fulfillment, to live as if everything were disposable, including relationships, the
unborn and the environment? Why do you allow this deceitful vision to still have a hold -~
on you? Don't you know that copulating with the idols of this culture is like climbing into
bed with a corpse that is already decomposing?

Lets be clear about this: the postmodern vision of a laid-back pluralism where people
hold only to their local narratives and abandon any attempt to make truth claims beyond

their personal opinions or traditional communities may look like a way to end the vi

lence, to respect otherness and stop marginalization and genocide, but it is in fact totally

and irrevocably impotent to accomplish any of this. It has a mere appearance of wisdom,
it has no depth of vision to discern between paths of wisdor and paths of folly. It looks
like humility, and it will lay on the guilt pretty thick for the years of violence legitimatt
by various metanarratives (including the Christian one!), but it is not humble enoug
fails to see that the real issue of violence, exclusion and marginalization goes
deeper—it lies in the violence, rebellion and deceitfulness of the human heart
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