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ble apart from worship. The community cagnot be formed \yi;h
~annot take on the character of the renewed image of Godj w%t -
" neqlms. hymns, and spiritual songs to God” (Col 3:16).'Worsh1p is a
. e By singing songs of praise to God, we proclaim the source
world-m2% svereignty 1;1 the world. By singing the poem of Colossians 1:15-20, the
> ly announced that Christ, not Caesar, is Lord. By singing that
laim that Christ—not the global market, not the president of the

=2 . Microsoft, not military might—Is Lord of our lives. In the face of

nited States, O s ' . |
L pire, “what .« needed is imaginative, liturgic world-making that enacts a world
empire,

than the world of the empire.” By reciting these stories to each other

more credible | |
hat engenders an alternative praxis,

. worship, we shape our imaginations in a way t

. character shaped in the image of God.
For this community, it all begins and it all ends with Christ. “Christ is all and in

J1” When the community so indwells his story that its very imagination 1s trans-
lormed by this narrative and its daily life in the empire embodies these counter-
imperial character traits, “whatever” this community does, “in word or deed,” will be
done “in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him”
J:17). Again, the comprehensive nature of Paul’s vision must not be missed. What-
fver we do—voting or shopping, writing a poem or a check, shaping educational cur-
ficula or a sculpture, establishing a household or a business enterprise, having babies
O‘T Céring for the elderly, paying taxes or lobbying the government, singing praise or
r;izig:; bl;lss, I(rjlaking a film or mak?ng a pie, b'uilding housing for the homeless
i [hETEbygbe i angered species—will be‘ done in the name of the Lord Jesus and

giving thanks to the Creator in whose Image we have been renewed.
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i)rfn maginable to most of us. And so again we must turn to poetry
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Berry and Bug o, vy ges tbat might make this radical ethic real in our lives. Wendell
| ‘n 454N prove to be wise guides through the terrain of an alter-




ignorance, for what man

d he has not destroyed.
Ask the questions that have Nno answers,

[nvest in the millennium. Plan sequoias.
Say that your main crop is the forest
that you did not plant,

that you will not live to harvest.

Say that the leaves are to be harvested E
when they have rotted into the mold. .-
Call that profit. Prophesy such returns.

has not encountere
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As we have seen, in the face of the empire Paul proclalm§ a ggzlpi .-

a community of fruitfulness. If this is true, then Berry’s advllqce Saand decisionsﬂ

- ethically life-giving paths of wisdom in the day-to-day rhythm
9 ~1s worth heeding.

Ask yourself: Will this satisfy |
- awoman satisfied to bear a child? _
B WAL this disturb the sleep !
Ll o ~ ofa woman near to giving birth? jcal
|d be worth
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e oy - M s mm Farmer Liberation Front,” in The Selected Poems of
WIELO] 'Tr eTE ,n o | 908). Pp. 87-88
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ds itself. Bud Osborns poem “The Truth
e ﬁr; Sncisc:an Maximillian Kolbe. who took the
the rra - | 180014 de: h cell
f ation cell at Auschwitz aan while in a deat ;
i d sang canticles of love. ™ The poem ends with
rs an

onk ' | chwitz
ot d community even in aus
0 Crea

wh
o 7 # ' | tO death
Lnlbtl‘ d community while naked and starving

who l1ve

kolbe - | | e

ho sang community into a situation without hop
W
kolbe | s
who demonstrated that community cannot be destroy
though buildings are demolished

though people are scattered and lives are shattered
kolbe

. . . hed
who taught that community cannot be extinguis

s long as a single human being
steps forward

out of line
and speaks out

tor the sake of anothers life
kolbe
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We might add: Kolbe, who follows 3 Sawrzflljt% as demo
s life for the sake of us all. Christian W e 1ove of God ar
KO]be and countless others, is founded in
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Like the love of God for his Creatlom
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'0 be a culture, a quite public
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